ft   1
leading men at Brooks's treated him with feigned respect to his face, and scoffed at him behind his back, and talked of him as ' the fellow who dined at three o'clock and knew nothing of the habits and manners of a gentleman.' The slightest error in a calculation was imputed to him as imbecility and ignorance. The mistake of saying ' tear and wear/ putting the last word first, was matter of exultation against him, and was held forth by the Whigs as a proof that he was stupid and good for nothing. Often have I repeated such things as these to him, and cautioned him not in anything to rely upon the holloAV-hearted, shallow-headed men who would make friends with him if they saw therein the prospect of destroying his utility. Mill's predictions were realised. Hume showed his capabilities and his imperturbable perseverance, which have beaten down all opposition; and there he stands, the man of men."l
It was easy enough for Place at any time between 1822 rand 1827 to justify his furious contempt for ordinary party politics. George Canning had become Foreign Secretary and leader of the House of Commons in 1822. For the next five years he, with Peel as Home Secretary, and Huskisson as President of the Board of Trade, developed a policy which was Tory in little but name. Canning did all that he could do to encourage the reaction against despotism abroad; while Huskisson and Peel, accepting in large part the doctrines of the political economists, freed the internal trade of the country from some of its most harassing restrictions, and seriously alarmed those whose rents depended upon protection against foreign imports. The Whig leaders could only hope to represent themselves as more advanced than the Tories, by advocating either 1 Place to Mrs. Grote, May 13, 1836 ("Autobiography").
